About Vocation and
education participation
Learning helps people unlock their potential and
have more choice about their futures
The people we support can participate in a variety of vocational and educational
experiences that help them understand more about their world, equip them with
valuable work skills, and assist them to achieve their goals. We work with people to
help them access the vocation and education opportunities of their choice in their
community and at Merrimu. Some of the ways people choose to participate include:
Unibees – a group focusing on literacy and numeracy skills, which helps people
increase their independence and get closer to reaching their goals for employment
You Want You Should – You Want You Should is a gift shop in Bacchus Marsh
where the people we support can learn retail skills within the wider community.
FDR and Delve – together, the Disability Education Learning Vocation Empowerment
program and Front Door Recycling provides real-life work experience combined with
training in employability and independent living skills.
Work experience – a key objective at Merrimu is to help find work experience for
interested people. Several of the people we support participate in work experience
at a variety of locations, including community organisations and schools.

‘Merrimu helped me
join a sign-language course.
I did the course because
I want to do volunteer
work at Melton
Specialist School.’

Qualifications - we work with several partner organisations to provide people we support
with opportunities and support to gain qualifications.

Sally

Sally’s story
Merrimu helped me join a sign-language course. I did the course because I want to
do volunteer work at Melton Specialist School. It’s also helped me to communicate
better with my friends that are deaf. I liked it and I met other people there.
Another thing I’ve been doing is working at the Christabelles shop. I’m learning how
to use the eftpos machine and to pack customers’gifts. I like to be with people when
they come into the shop and to try and help them out and see what they want.
My life has changed since coming to Merrimu because before I came, I wasn’t doing
much. I was at home all day and I thought, there’s got to be more to life than this.
Now I’ve met new people and I’ve got new skills. I’ve moved out of home and I live
on my own. Merrimu has helped me be more independent.

We’d welcome the opportunity to talk to you.
For more information, call us on 5366 3000
or email yourchoice@merrimu.org
or visit merrimu.org
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Supporting Victorians with a disability for 40 years.

